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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 





THE CLOSE OF '79. 

As the year draws to a close, and a new year 
and another decade opens, we may congratulate 
our readers on the brightening prospects which 
are before them and this country generally at this 
moment. After a seven years’ servitude to 
‘hard times,’’ falling prices, failing business, 
and scant collections, it looks now as if we are 
really and permanently entering upon a period 
when all that will be reversed. 

Hearing, as we do, directly, in various business 
relations, from nearly ten thosand physicians 
every year, we are in a better position than most, 
to appreciate the effect which these latter years 
We 
know that it has been disastrous, and no class 
has escaped. The well-established family prac- 
titioner of the thriving rural district, the distin- 
guished professor of the city and the specialist of 
high repute, have, as a rule, experienced a 
marked and heavy diminution of their receipts, 
along with the struggling aspirant, the factory 
doctor, and him whose residence was in the 


have had on the incomes of medical men. 


depressed mining region. Two very eminent 
surgeons of this city, whose names are doubtless 
familiar to every reader of this journal, have, in 
conversation with us, estimated the decrease in 
their receipts at 25 and 33 per cent. Partly this 
arose from the diminished number of patients 
from a distance, partly from the inability of 
those who applied for advice to pay for it as lib- 
551 





erally as formerly. In fact, one of these gentle- 
men said the most eminent members of the pro- 
fession felt the times most keenly, as so much 
of their practice was in consultation, and seeing 
patients from a distance, both of which not 
absolutely necessary expenditures patients and 
their families have been obliged to retrench. 

With the restoration of a metallic currency, a 
resumption of regular work by mines, mills and 
factories, average or excellent crops of cereals 
and cotton, the development of paying mines, 
large importations of European gold, and a 
settled financial poliey by the central govern- 
ment, all of which are now ours, it is apparently 
impossible that that ‘‘eareer of prosperity ’’ 
which has been so anxiously looked for can 
delay its appearance any longer. It is here, at 
our doors, and as 1880 wakes us up on New 
Year’s morn, the beaming infant brings not 
merely the customary good wishes of the sea- 
son, but glad and positive promises of many 
years of cheering progress, of improvement in 
national and individual enterprises, of comfort, 
of ample food, of well paid work for the willing, 
of increased happiness to all who will honestly 
seek and therefore merit it. 

It will not, indeed, come upon our profession 
with a rush, but slowly, imperceptibly to the im- 
patient, yet for all that, surely; not with the 
noise and dash of a wave, but like the mighty 
tide which, gathering its strength far at sea, 
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climbs the shore with slow and resistless force, | 
keeping right on until its appointed limit is at- 
tained. 

Therefore, while we labor, we must also wait. 
The discouraging years have passed ; those ahead 
of us shine with brighter promise, and the 
wealth which is now so rapidly accumulating in 


this country is certain to benefit our profession | 
finally, in all its material aspects. 

To conclude with a word of ourselves: The 
approbation of the profession which has en- 
abled us to pass through this gloomy period of 
our country’s history without failing in any of 
our engagements to our readers or business 
friends, will, we trust, be continued and in- 
creased in the brighter times ahead. No pajns 
The best writers 
and the most judicious reporters, translators and 


will be spared to merit this. 


compilers will be sought for, to aid in the literary 


management of our periodicals. Improvements 


in their manufacture will constantly be aimed 
for; and suggestions from readers will at all 
times be welcome, and receive careful considera- 
tion as to emendation in any of these points. 
Those who are kind enough to think well of what 
we have done, will oblige us yet further if they 
will speak, as occasion offers, a good word for 
us to their medical neighbors. 


=_>- 


NoTes AND COMMENTS. 

Crystallized Salicylate of Physostigmine (Eserine). 

From having observed that aqueous solutions 
of salicylates of alkaloids keep well, Merck, of 
Darmstadt, was led ( Wien. Med. Presse) to com- 
bine the alkaloid of the calabar bean with sali- 
cylic acid. The result was favorable, as he ob- | 
tained colorless shining crystals, which he had 
not succeeded in doing from the sulphate. They 
are soluble in twenty-four parts of strong alco- 
hol and in one hundred and thirty parts of water | 
at ordinary temperature. Dissolved in hot water 
a 1.5 per cent. solution will, after cooling, keep 
clear for weeks. It is claimed that a solution of 
salicylate of physostigmine will not turn red as | 
soon as that of the sulphate, and that the discol- | 
oration will be less intense. Its effect is also said | 
to be fully equal to that of the sulphate, and its use 
attended with less pain. From these considera- 
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tions Dr. Konigstein, of Vienna, was led to try it, 
| applying a solution of the sulphate to one eye 
and one of the salicylate to the other, and from 
these experiments he obtained the following 
results :— 

1. That the pain attending the use of the sali- 
cylate is fully as severe as that attending the use 
of the sulphate. 

2. That its effect on the pupil and on accom- 


| modation is less, both with regard to duration 


and energy. 

8. That it does not keep any better than the 
sulphate. 

The price of the salicylate is considerably 
higher than that of the sulphate, and, as it offers 
no particular advantages, it is not likely that it 
will come into universal use. 





What is Hyalin? 


At the last meeting of the Association of 
German Naturalists and Physicians, in the 
Pathological Department, Professor Reckling- 
hausen spoke of ‘‘ Hyalin,’’ a body which is some 
form of fibrine, and which was described recently 
by Langhaus as “‘ canalized fibrine.’’ This sub- 
stance, which is of hyaline structure, is found 
either in the lumen or in the wall of small 
arteries, and in areolar tissue in different patho- 
logical processes ; thus it is found in the kidney 
in cases of senile gangrene; it is found in 
aneurismal sacs and in diphtheritic membranes ; 
it is identical with Gull and Sutton’s capillary 
fibrosis, and is evidently related to amyloid 
degeneration. Experiments on frogs have led 
Professor Recklinghausen to believe that hyaline 
is altered cell protoplasm, which leaves the cell 
without the latter undergoing any material 
changes. 





The Treatment of Diphtheria. 


A correspondent in Ohio writes :— 

I have been in practice twenty-eight years, and 
have seen diphtheria, I think, in all stages. I 
am satisfied that the only treatment that can be 
depended on here, at least, is nitrate of silver to 
the throat, when ulcerated; when not, chlorate 
of potash internally, with coal oil, or anything 
else externally that will keep it a little irritated ; 
with mercurial enough to make the secretory 
organs act, and all the quinine the system will 
| bear. 

This plan is as good as another, but we doubt 
if it would have better results than several other 


and different methods. 
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The Cause of Scurvy. 

Dr. Little, a British medical officer in India, 
presents some new views on this subject :— 

The injurious effects of cold and moisture in 
the production of scurvy are generally admitted ; 
but, in addition, Dr. Little believes that large 
quantities of salt in the soil is an important 
factor in its production. Last year scurvy in 
Northern India was unusually prevalent, and 
also the rainfall was unusually heavy, so that the 
subsoil was saturated with water, and the level of 
the wells rose to within a few feet of the surface. 
The salt present in the soil being dissolved by 
the subsoil water, would naturally find its way 
to the wells. This view is borne out by the civil 
surgeon of Akola, India, who arrived inde- 
pendently at the same conclusion after investi- 
gating another epidemic of the same disease. 
It may be observed that Niemeyer has pointed 
out that scurvy does not depend entirely upon 
the want of fresh vegetables, for it appears 
among people whose diet is almost entirely 
vegetable, but who suffer from destitution and 
live in cold, damp dwellings, as is the case in 
the northern countries of Europe, especially 
Russia. 

Triplets and Plural Births. 

Dr. H. H. Darr, of Hearne, Texas, reported 
to the Texas State Medical ‘Association a case of 
triplets, and remarks on the subject of multiple 
births— 

‘The cause of plural births is shrouded in 
mystery. There appears to be a hereditary in- 
fluence in some families. Certain seasons seem 
more fruitful than others. Some localities ap- 
pear to be more likely to have twin pregnancies 
than others. The first pregnancy appears more 
likely to be a multiple pregnancy. ‘ Newly 
married women appear more likely to have twins 
the older they are.’ I think multiple pregnancy 
is more likely to occur in the colored than the 
white race.’’ 

Electricity in Chronic Diseases of the Stomach. 

Among the subjects discussed in the Medical 
section of the German Association, at its last 
meeting, was ‘‘ Faradization: of the Stomach in 
cases of Dilatation and Catarrh of the Stomach.”’ 
The method employed consists in introducing 
one insulated electrode, which is attached to the 
tube of the stomach pump, into the stomach, and 
applying the other electrode to any part of the 
body. Though it is very doubtful whether, in 
this case, the walls of the stomach really con- 
tract, yet both Kussmaul and Ziemssen expressed 


Correspondence. 
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themselves in high terms as to the benefit derived 
from the methodical application of electricity in 
such cases. 





Medical Use of Iodoform. 

In the Med. Central Zeitung, September 13, 
Dr. Lindeman makes the important observation 
that balsam of Peru entirely conceals the odor of 
iodoform. Two parts of the balsam to one of 
iodoform are sufficient. In making an ointment 
or fluid application the iodoform should first be 
rubbed up with the balsam and the vehicle added. 
This latter, for an ointment, may be ung. petrolei ; 
for a fluid preparation, glycerine or collodion, or 





alcohol. As— 

R. Iodoformi, 3j 
Balsami Peruviani, yj 
Unguenti petrolei, 3? M. 

For an ointment. 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


A Case of Laceration of the Cervix Uteri. 
Ep. Mep. anp Sure. REPorRTER :— 

The following case has sufficient of interest to 
merit preserving :— 

Mrs. M., aged thirty-two, consulted me in 
June last. She was menstruating at the time, 
and suffering very severe bearing-down pains. 
The flow was in excess of a proper quantity. She 
was put to bed, and a large douche of hot water 
was administered ; these douches were kept UP, 
with a few doses of morphia, until the flow sub- 
sided. She was confined two oy before, and 
had never been well since. She was changing 
at intervals of sixteen or eighteen days, losing too 
much, blood, and sufferin ~- tenesmus or colic 
at every change. She had leucorrhea, backache, 
pain in the left groin, and was very nervous. I 
put her uterus, which was retroverted, in posi- 
tion, and cradled it with a double-lever pessary. 
On the left side of the cervix was a well defined 
laceration, and the lips of the external os were 
red and engorged. The hot douches were con- 
tinued twice a day and the cervix painted with 
tincture of iodine, at intervals of five days. She 
took tonics and laxatives until September 28d, 
when I performed Emmet’s operation; four sil- 
ver sutures were introduced, and the laceration, 
first carefully denuded, was closed. The sutures 
were removed on the tenth day; healing was 
complete, and a few days afterward she went 
home. All her pain has vanished; she has no 
more colic or tenesmus ; she menstruates at inter- 
vals of twenty-eight days, is free from leucorrheea, 
and is doing her own work. Her nervous symp- 
toms are gradually disappearing, and she affirms 
that she begins to feel as she did before her con- 
finement, thirty months ago. She has a slight 
laceration of the rineum, which she declined 
to have closed. Ether was administered by Dr. 
Lippincott and the speculum was held by my 
nurse. R. Stanssury Svurron, ™M.D., 
Pittsburg, Pa. 
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News AND MIscELLANY. 


Roots and Herbs. 


The gathering of roots and herbs for medical 
urposes employs many men, women and chil- 
ren, in the mountainous regions of West Vir- 

ginia and Kentucky. The reporter of a Cincin- 
nati paper recently interviewed an herb gatherer 
who brought his products to that city for sale. 
Ginseng brings to the gatherer $1.00 per pound. 
It is mostly shipped to China. Indian arrow’ or 
wahoo root is used as an antiperiodic, and fetches 
10 cents a pound; podophyllum root, 3 cents a 
pound; prickly ash, used in rheumatism, 6 cents 
a pound; — root, a ‘‘ blood purifier,”’ | 
5 cents a pound; burdock root, for the same | 
purpose, 4 cents a pound; elecampane root, an 

expectorant, 10 cents a pound; but we quote 

from the native language of the ‘‘ yarb digger’ | 
himself :— ; 

‘* Yaller root, which is also known as ‘ golden 
seal,’ is worth seven cents a pound. It is used 
fur makin’ washes fur sore eyes an’ mouth. Bur- 
wane root is usedin makin’ ager medicine; it’s | 
hard to git and brings 8 cents a b per Butter- 
nut bark brings as high as 3 and 4 cents ; that’s 
what yer physicin’ pills is made of ; jist bile it 
down till it gits thick, like a paste, and then roll 
it into yer pills; it is also used for dyeing pur- 
poses. Hoarhound is used in makin’ cough 
syrup ; it brings 8 cents a pound, although it is 
plentiful ; some places‘it grows so thick yer can 
mow it with a scythe. Another herb is lobelia, | 
and I git 10 cents a pound fur it, but the price is 
falling. If yer ever want to git rid of what’s in- 
side of yer, jist make a tea of lobelia leaves, and 
I'll bet my team of hosses out there it’ll accomo- 
date yer. I nore in a good many Indian tur- 
nips this fall and got 8 cents a pound fur ’em; 
They are used in cough medicines. Silkweed 
root is used in ager medicine, but it is scarce in 
my part of the country; it is worth 10 cents a 
pound. Pennyroyal and peppermint brings 10 
cents a pound, but when dry it takes a heap to 
make a pound. There are a good many kinds of 
bark used. There’s white oak bark, best thing 
in the world to check the bowels, where it is 
made into a syrup. Yellow poplar bark used 
with wild cherry bark, prickly ash, dogwood 
bark and wahoo, is good for the consump- 
tion. Slippery elm bark is ground ~ and 
used for poultices; good to take out fever; | 
it’s worth 10 cents a pound. Then there’s elder 
bark; take it, beeswax, mutton taller, and a 
leetle rosin, and it makes the best kind of a salve 
for cuts. Boneset is an herb that grows | 
about three feet high, with leaves of a milky | 
color; it giwerelly grows in old pastures; it is 
used for co ds, and is worth 6 cents a pound. Old 
field balsam looks a we deal like boneset, only 
it don’t grow so high ; it is used for the same 
purpose. I’ve sold lots of catnip to these drug- 
gists, but what it is used for, more than ter nour- 
ish babies with, I don’t know. I sell these fellows 
here all sorts of roots and herbs, even to mullin | 
and plantain leaves, which they make salve out 
of. y, even these old gympsum weeds bring | 
8 cents a pound, and even sunflower seeds. Why, 
a couple of years ago I sold two bushels of sun- | 
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flower seeds fur $21. They buy pumpkin and 
— seeds also, ter make Lidney medicine 
out of.’ 


Notice to Subscribers. 

As the present number closes the volume and 
the year, subscribers will confer a particular 
favor by remitting promptly for the year 1880. 
We hope to welcome them all back, with many 
additional ones. We promise a handsome pres- 
ent to every old subscriber who will remit Er a 
new one along with his own dues for the coming 
year. 


Items. 

—‘* Membranous croup”’ is prevailing in Mil- 
waukee. 

—A case of scarlet fever in a man 63 years of 
age is interesting Chicago physicians. It ex- 
cited doubt at first, but on examination was 
found to be a fact. Such instances are extreme- 
ly rare. 

—The body of a New York merchant was 
cremated at Washington, Pa., last week, in the 
Le Moyne Crematory. There are growing indi- 
cations that a respectable minority prefer having 
their remains thus disposed of. 

—Professor Klinkerfus, of Gottingen, ridi- 
cules the notion, to which he assigns an English 
origin, of the danger to the earth of the present 

osition of Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune. 

e scouts the idea of the epidemics of the sixth 
and sixteenth centuries being caused by a similar 
phenomenon, — that such a phenomenon 
did not then occur, and can only occur, even ex- 
cluding a Neptune, but once in 420 years. 


OBITUARY NOTICE. 


—Dr. Adonijah Strong died at Honesdale, Pa., 
Dec. 5th He was born 1800, ys at Yale, 
1820, and from the Medical College of Connecti- 
cut, in 1824. He passed his life in practice at 
Saulsbury and Honesdale, Pa. 


MARRIAGES. 


BENNETT—NOSS.—At the residence of the bride’s 
parents, Ottawa, Kansas, on Nov. 2d, by Rev. Albert 
A. Bennett, of Yokohama, Japan, Dr. Howard M. Ben- 
nett, formerly of Philadelphia, and Miss Lizzie A. 


| Noss, of Ottawa. 


WEST—NICHOLSON.—In Ottumwa, Iowa, Oct. 
24th, by Rev. C. B. Clark, Samuel West, m.D., and 
Sarah E. Nicholson, both of Eldon, Iowa. 


DEATHS. 

EWING.—In New York, on Thursday, December, 
=. in her 29th year, Emily Lacey, wife of Dr. W. A. 

wing. 

KING.—In New York, on ea! evening, Decem- 
ber 7th, I. Francis King, m.p., of Wilmington, N. C. 

LONGSHORE.—In Philadelphia, on the 5th inst., 
in his 7ist year, Joseph S. Longshore, M.D. 

MOLLYNEAUX.—At New Richmond, O., Decem- 
an inful illness, Mrs. Susan 
Kumler, wife of Dr. R. A. Mollyneaux, aged 41 years. 

TUTHILL.—In New York, on Wednesday, the 10th 
inst., Beatrice, infant deughter of Dr. 8S. B. and Libbie 
Tuthill, aged imonth and 8 days. . 





